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1-19 (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A flexible arm for holding a medical instrument, comprising: 

a plurality of links each having a hole therethrough and a proximal surface and a 
distal guiface; 

an elongate element extending through the holes, wherein tensioning the elongate 
element locks the plurality of links in a fixed orientation; and 

a scrsgjL ftktional e lement p ositioned between an^adjacent proximal surface and dista l 
surface of the at least a pair of the plurality of Utile*, the screen _fiictiona I c lement sjzedto 
enlian^e nhimomg -frictio engagement over a substantial area of the adjacent proximal 
Surface and distal surface of the at leas t a pair of the plurality o ^ hGtwcQn ^jn ^t-iitiVc w h e n 
the elongate element is tensioned. 

21 . (Currently Amended) Tlie flexible arm of claim 493d, whereim the frictional element is a 
Ecreen. 

22. (Currently Amended) The flexible arm of claim whereim the screen is not attached 
to the links. 

23. (Currently Amended) The flexible arm of claim 2Q2±, whereim the screen teyef-is 
attached to fine of the link;s. a o i do of the link to form a flido whioh ia harder than quot i n g aid a 
of the link. 

24. (Currently Amended) A device for holding a medical instrument, comprising: 

a fl e xibte -anarm having a plurality of links; 

an elongate, aflexible element extending through the plurality of links; 

a t e noioning devic e- movabl e botwoon a firat position and a Go oond pooition, the first 
position tensioning the plurality of links to lock tho plurality of links in a fixed position, tlio 
o e cond position permitting the plurality of link a- to mov e relative to one another; and 

a body , the flexible arm boing supported by th e body ; and 
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a base link having a proximal end and a dista l end, and being aligned with the body rwi 
the proximal end along wh k k js pivotablo rotative to the body about nu afirstaxi g and being 
aligned with one of the plurality of li n ks on the distal end along a second axia» wherein the 
second axis forms an angle with the first axis of bet ween 45 and 90 dep ™*,, thn Wn l^y 
dir e cting tho clongato olomcnt at an angle relative to tho axis. 

25. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 24, wherein* the base link directs the elongate 
e lem e nt atan -angle is approxima t ely 70 degrees, of ds on dn gmnr m intitm tn n?r ]p, 

26. (Original) The device of claim 24, further comprising: 

a spring biasing the base link toward an unlocked position. 

27. (Original) The device of claim 24, wherein: 

the base link directs the elongate element to a position which is at least 0.30 inch 
offset from the axis. 

28. (Original) The device of claim 24 9 wherein: 

the base link directs the elongate element to a position which is at least 0.50 inch 
offset from the axis. 

29. (Currently Amended) A device for holding a medical instrument, comprising: 

a flexible arm having a plurality of links; 

an elongate, flexible element extending through the plurality of links; 

tensioning device movable between a first position and a second position, the first 
position locking the plurality of links in a fixed position, the second position permitting the 
plurality of links to move relative to one another, and 

an actuator coupled to the tensioning device for moving the tensioning device 
between the first and second positions, the actuator being biased toward the first position so 
that the flexible arm is in the fixed position, wherein actuation of the actuator moves the -fert | 
tensioning device to the second position so that the flexible arm is free to move. 



PAGE 5/13 * RCVD AT 1 21412003 6:42: 1 1 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1I2 ' DNIS:8729302 * CS1D:7325245575 < DURATION (mm-ss):03-20 



JOHNSON 



Fax:?325245575 



Dec 4 2003 6:38 P. 06 



Serial No. 09/993,175 HRT 28g 

30. (Original) The device of claim 29, further comprising; 

a retractor; 

the flexible arm coupled to the retractor with a locking mechanism movable between 
locked and unlocked positions, the flexible arm being locked to the retractor when the 
locking mechanism is in the locked position; 

the actuator being operably coupled to the locking mechanism, wherein actuation of 
the actuator moves the locking mechanism to the unlocked position. 

31 . (Original) The device of claim 29, further comprising: 

a medical instrument coupled to the flexible arm, the medical instrument being 
pivotable relative to the flexible arm; 

the actuator being coupled to the medical instrument so that actuation of the actuator 
permits the medical instrument to pivot relative to the flexible arm. 

32. (Original) The device of claim 29, wherein: 

the actuator is biased toward the first position by a spring. 

33-48 (Cancelled) 

49. (New) A flexible arm for holding a medical instrument, comprising: 
a plurality of links each having a hole therethrough; 

an elongate element extending through the holes, wherein tensioning the elongate 
element locks the plurality of links in a fixed orientation; and 

a frictional element disposed about the elongate element and between adjacent links, 
the frictional element enhancing frictional engagement between adjacent links when the 
elongate element is tensioned, wherein the frictional element is not connected to either of the 
adjacent links. 
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50. (New) A device for holding a medical instrument, comprising: 

a body; 

an arm having a plurality of links; 

a base link disposed between the body and the flexible arm; 

a flexible element extending through the plurality of links and the base link; and 

a tensioning device movable between at least a first position and a second position, 
the first position tensioning the plurality of links to lock the plurality of links in a fixed 
position, the second position permitting the plurality of links to move relative to one another; 

wherein the base link has a proximal end and a distal end, and the base link is aligned 
with the body at the proximal end along a first axis and is aligned with one of the plurality of 
links at the distal end along a second axis, and the second axis forms an angle with the first 
axis of between 45 and 90 degrees. 

51 . (New) The device of claim 50, wherein the base link is pivotable relative to the body 
about the first axis, 

52. (New) The device of claim 50, wherein the base link is curved. 
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